
In addition to pushing the limits for revenue, strong demand from fashion-forward

consumers around the globe has accelerated trend cycles. With consumers cycling

through clothing at an ever-increasing pace, fashion designers now produce designs

faster than ever before. To illustrate this acceleration, all that’s needed is a glance into

the past. Less than 100 years ago, fashion trends spanned entire decades, but by the

dawn of the 21st century, clothing appeared dated within just a few years. Before long,

the cycle shortened to mere months and has since decreased even further.

Shopping activities become more popular every day, and every year, consumer

purchases break new records. This trend holds true for retail goods across every

category, but it is exponentially greater in the trend-driven fashion industry, where

revenue is increasing by nearly 8%. Further popularized by the COVID-19 pandemic,
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ecommerce and digital marketing have only enhanced the appeal and convenience with

which customers acquire new clothing.

An Overview of Companies Hiring Fashion Designers

In the world of fashion history, it’s often said that “fashion is not an island; it’s a

response” to broader events. People wear clothing to express their feelings, both

conscious and unconscious, in ways they can’t do out loud or on paper. Additionally,

apparel serves practical purposes that require unique adaptations for different

situations and activities. For these reasons, clothing is now embedded in most

industries, driving demand and ultimately leading more companies to hire fashion

designers.

Among the many company types looking for fashion design professionals are:

Apparel retail companies, fashion houses, luxury labels, and clothing brands.

Bridalwear companies

Wholesale and manufacturing firms.

Costume design organizations.

Fashion design education programs.

Styling firms and studios.

Becoming a Professional Fashion Designer

While fashion styles may fade in and out, the demand for new designs remains

constant, providing ample opportunities for designers skilled at revamping old trends

into modern fashion. Career paths in fashion design vary widely, encompassing

clothing, footwear, and accessories, but they all share a common goal: to create
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innovative products. In the United States, the average salary for fashion designers varies

significantly.

Fashion Designer

Main Responsibilities: Design and produce apparel, often focusing on a niche

style, demographic, or type of apparel (such as beachwear, kids’ clothing, or

retro).

Average Annual Salary: $75,000-$102,000

Patternmaker

Main Responsibilities: Create two-dimensional blueprints (patterns) to

transform clothing concepts into reality.

Average Annual Salary: $68,000-$91,000

Stylist

Main Responsibilities: Curate outfits suitable for various people and purposes.

Average Annual Salary: $54,000-$72,000

Technical Designer

Main Responsibilities: Execute ideas by converting conceptual designs into

physical products.

Average Annual Salary: $86,000-$111,000

Creative Director

Main Responsibilities: Oversee large design projects, maintaining the vision for

fashion brands, collections, and photoshoots.

5/22/25, 2:55 PM Best Fashion Design Classes Near Me: Find In-Person & Virtual Training

https://www.nobledesktop.com/classes-near-me/all/fashion-design#about 6/11



Average Annual Salary: $123,000-$203,000

Top Locations for Fashion Design Careers

There are many fashion design capitals around the world, including the Big Four: Paris,

London, New York City (NYC), and Milan. Within the borders of America, however, the

bulk of fashion design projects happen in California and New York (bls.gov). These

states ' top cities with job openings include NYC, Los Angeles (LA), and San Francisco.

Other major fashion design cities throughout the US include Seattle, Las Vegas, Miami,

and Chicago.

New York City Fashion Design

Among the world’s most important fashion design centers, this high-population metro

is ideally situated to sell to residents and the 65 million tourists it receives yearly.

However, in contrast to many other popular destinations throughout America, NYC has

a strong supplier-Designer-retailer infrastructure that allows it to churn out more (and

better) apparel designs than elsewhere. In other words, NYC offers the perfect mix of

creative and commerce spaces.

It’s estimated that NYC hosts over 900 fashion design and retail company headquarters,

along with thousands of fashion showrooms and over 75 trade shows. Many of these

are housed in Midtown Manhattan’s dedicated “Garment District, ” where designers

gather to source materials, manufacture clothing, and sell ready-to-wear products. In

addition, many local fashion design professionals produce costumes for the city’s large

theater industry.

On average, NYC’s Fashion Designers earn approximately $96,000 to $131,000 yearly

(Glassdoor.com), which is about 35% higher than the salaries of fashion designers in
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other cities.

Companies in NYC that frequently hire fashion design professionals include:

Fashion brands such as Ralph Lauren, Marc Jacobs, Kenneth Cole, and Calvin Klein.

Bridalwear companies like Kleinfeld.

Apparel manufacturers like PVH Corp. And Oscar de La Renta.

Retail stores such as Macy’s and Saks Fifth Avenue.

Theater and performance arts companies like Broadway.

Los Angeles Fashion Design

In addition to being one of America’s top performers in apparel generally, LA is

famously known as the “high-end denim capital of the world” and is ranked number one

for leather apparel. Other popular clothing styles frequently featured in LA include surf

and skater clothing. In the heart of downtown, the LA Fashion District spans 107 blocks

and has something special for everyone, from supplies for designers to hot shopping

spots. In the US, LA is the number one destination for clothes shopping and is one of

the only locations where malls are still thriving. It’s not hard to see why, considering

that in the LA Fashion District alone, over 2,000 independent retail stores offer

discounted clothing.

The city’s fashion infrastructure also includes quality Designer showrooms, fabric and

sewing suppliers, and Designer workspaces. To date, LA stands as America’s second

top-ranked location for textile and fabric manufacturing. Designers who want to teach

or learn fashion design also have abundant opportunities available through regional

schools with fashion programs. The local Hollywood industry also affords work

opportunities (usually freelance) for designers interested in developing costumes for
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movies or styling celebrities. LA’s fashion industry is deeply intertwined with its film and

celebrity culture.

As in NYC, Fashion Designers living in LA earn competitive salaries that are well above

average. Their annual range typically falls between $92,000 and $126,000

(Glassdoor.com), which is roughly 29% higher than most American cities. LA’s Fashion

Designers typically work as freelancers or own an independent clothing label.

Local companies in need of Fashion Designers include:

Apparel brands like Guess, Karen Kane, Lucky Brand, True Religion, and Forever 21.

Luxury labels such as Rick Owens.

Costume design organizations like Local 892 and Western Costume Company.

Styling firms and studios (such as Style by Rayne, Jennifer Mazur, THEA Style

Within, and Daniel Musto).

Schools like Otis College of Art and Design and the Fashion Institute of Design and

Merchandising.

Alexandra Malouf
Alexandra Malouf is a content writer and editor with over a decade of experience. Her

content writing emphasizes topics like web design, data analytics, coding, and graphic

design. From Brigham Young University, she attained a bachelor's degree in English with

a minor in Design before going on to earn a master's degree from the same institution.

During her time as a writer/editor, Alexandra has written for many different venues,

including Noble Desktop, NYC Career Centers, CourseHorse, and Study.com.

More articles by Alexandra Malouf 
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